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can ? You say yourself the trenches are empty. What if the
Germans resume fighting ? "

" Then we would be compelled to sign the peace, but
everyone would know that we did so because we had no
choice. And only in this way will we be able to destroy the
legend of 'secret connection with the Hohenzollerns'",
argued Trotsky.

" No, it's too risky. For the moment our Eevolution is
more important than anything else; we must make sure
of it, cost what it may." 1

Bukharin pressed his point.

" My poor friend/' said Lenin fiercely, " go to the
front and see if it is possible to fight."

The fiery Radek rose in his place and, glaring at Lenin,
cried: "If there were five hundred courageous men in
Petrograd, we would put you in prison ". With steely
reserve and unconscious prophecy, Lenin replied, " Some
people, indeed, may go to prison ; but if you will calculate
the probabilities you will see that it is much more likely
that I will send you than you me ".

He then read to them his now famous Twenty-one
Theses, the fruits of his own bitter and soul-searching
reflections, giving his reasons for accepting the German
terms, though only after the negotiations had been delayed
as long as possible.

. . . " To make a success of Socialism in Russia, a cer-
tain time, some months at least, is necessary, during which
the Socialist Government can have a free hand, first to
overcome the bourgeoisie of its own country and then to
lay the basis for extensive and deep-rooted organizational
work. . . . The Brest-Litovsk negotiations have made it
clear by now that the war party in Germany has the upper
hand and has sent us what amounts to an ultimatum.
. . . The Russian Socialist Government is confronted
with a question which requires an immediate solution:
1 Trotsky, Lenin, pp. 131-132 ; My Life, p. 327.